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The mission of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church is to:
Teach the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to all;
Reach the lost with the same Word by the witness of our words and actions;
Care for all in need as we live in Christ’s love through the same Word.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
At the time of this writing, we have had 3 funerals within the walls of our church in 3 weeks. Different
circumstances, different families, but one thing which has been true of all of them, is the sense of family and community that
the congregation has for its members, both current and former.
There are many things for which I am grateful, or perhaps better stated, there are many things which I have taken
for granted, that society takes for granted. One of those things, is death. I don’t think it’s any one person’s fault, but in the
age of bodily autonomy, death is seen as final, or simply a consequence of life. In recent conversations with funeral
directors, and after much reading on my part, this seems to be the trend in society.
We see a lack of people wanting funerals. We see no services, or graveside services only. There is certainly nothing
wrong with that in some situations, but for society, this has become the norm. The rise of point and click funeral options
allow us to minimize the sting of death. It simply makes the body a vessel and largely ignores the fact that there is something
which comes after our death.
We do not grieve as others who have no hope, St. Paul says. The church is different. This is what makes the church
unique. We see it through to the end. We understand the wages of sin is death, but we also understand that because of
Christ’s work on the cross, because of His resurrection, our loved ones, and ourselves, have conquered death.
As we gather at church for the funerals of our loved ones, of our church family, we grieve. But not as ones who
have no hope. We grieve because this person, whoever it is has left us. We grieve because they are no longer here. But we
also celebrate the fact that our loved one has passed through death into life. We are sad because they are gone, but we are
happy about what they have gained.
I say all of this because I think it is important that you hear it. It is so wonderful to see a congregation who really
does have the truest sense of fellowship which St. Paul talks about in his letter to the Philippians. 14 Yet it was kind of you
to share my trouble. The church grieves together at the death of one of it’s members. So also does the church rejoice
together when a child is brought to life in the saving waters of Holy Baptism.
From womb to tomb, the Church is a family, adopted as sons through baptism, and nurtured through the Lord’s
Word and sacraments. We share with one another, in times of celebration and in times of grief.
Pastor
Epiphany 6, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE APRIL NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is Friday, March 18th.
2021 ANNUAL REPORTS are printed and available in the Narthex.
BIDS AT SPI: SPI is accepting bids for mowing the school yard for this year. Please contact Ralph Thieme or Ben
Franz by the end of February.
LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES will begin with Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, March 2nd and will
continue every Wednesday evening at 7pm through Wednesday, April 6th. A soup supper will take place at 5:30pm
before each midweek service.
CAFETERIA HELP NEEDED: Candy Terrell, our school cook, is in need of some help getting lunches ready for
our students. Hours: approximately 9:00am-2:30 pm, two or three days per week. She is willing to work with you on
the day or days that you would like to work. Please contact her for more details and information at Emmaus Lutheran
School, 8626 Covington Road, Fort Wayne, 260-459-7722, ext. 1014 or 260-348-9655. If you know someone who
enjoys working in the kitchen and would like to work part time, please share this information with them. Thank you!
ORGAN RECITAL: St. Peter Fuelling Ev. Lutheran Church will be hosting an Organ Recital on May 22, 2022. Mark
the date on your calendars- more details will follow.
ST. JOHN BINGEN ANNUAL FISH AND TENDERLOIN DINNER is Sunday March 20,2022 held at Wyneken
Memorial School, 11565 N US 27, Decatur from 10:00am - 1:00pm; Adults $12.00 Children 6-12 $6.00 5and under
free. DINE IN or Drive thru Takeout. CASH or CHECK: NOT accepting credit cards this year. Contact Kevin Brown
260-615-6059 with any questions.

St. Peter Events in the Past
50 Years Ago - Pastor Paul F Stohlmann Jr
Confirmation 3-26-1972

Mark Allen Berning
Kent Alan Frederick
Barbara Ann Fuelling
Martin Kent Fuelling
Randall Jay Lehrman
Sarah Louise Tieman

baptized 12-22-1957
baptized 1-1-1958
baptized 8-31-1958
baptized 10-19-1958
baptized 9-21-1958
baptized 8-10-1958

100 Years Ago - Pastor Alfred H Moeller
No events during March 1922

150 Years Ago - Pastor J Andreas Fritze
No events during March 1872

Submitted by Allen Franz

Matthew 6v33
John 14v6
Luke 11v28
Acts 16v31
Hebrews 13v5
1 Corinthians 6v20

A Look Back at Yesteryear

1925 CHOIR picture - ST. PETER (Fuelling) LUTHERAN CHURCH
(picture taken on front steps of St. Peter (Fuelling) Lutheran Church)
Row 1 (left to right)
Esther (Luttmann) Witte
Lydia (Boerger) Rahe
Marie (Fuelling) Boerger
Teacher Dorn
Velma (Bohnke) Thieme
Flora (Fuelling) Lentz
Lydia (Fuelling) Gerke
Row 2 (left to right
Carl Boerger
Lydia (Christianer) Doctor
Ruth (Etzler) Bohnke
Elanor (Miller) Thompson
Helen (Gerke) Weber
Clara (Gerke) Tieman
Clara Fuelling
Nora (Holle) Gerke
Louis Holle
Clara Gerke Klepper

Row 3 (left to right)
Hugo Gerke
Martin Boerger
William Boerger
Hugo Boerger
Louis Scherer
Gust Fuelling
Ida (Boerger) Fuelling
Ben Gerke
Carl Dorn
Row 4 (left to right)
Phil Sauer
Ed Kukelhan
Rudolph Fuelling
Winifred Gerke
Henry Fuelling
Clarence Busick

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Friedheim
10653 North 550 West
Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 547-4248
www.zionfriedheim.org
Chartered February 28, 1838

A 21st Century Parish with a 1st Century Faith ~ Acts 2:42
TO
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Area Churches and Schools
Rev. Daniel F. Dahling, Event Coordinator
February 7, 2022
Pack Away Hunger Campaign

Would you please consider running the following announcement in your newsletter or bulletin? Please edit, as
necessary, and thank you so much for helping us promote this worthwhile event. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 260-547-4248.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
On Friday and Saturday, March 4th and 5th, once again, the cafeteria at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School, 11565 N
US Highway 27, Decatur, Indiana, will be full of activity; as we plan to pack 83,500 meals, at our annual event, to benefit
the Pack Away Hunger campaign.
Pack Away Hunger is a nonprofit organization dedicated to greatly improving the lives of children and others who suffer
from hunger and malnutrition. To achieve our mission, we have partnered with The Mathile Institute for Human
Nutrition to develop the most highly nutritious pre-packaged meals available. These meals are scientifically proven to
meet the specific nutritional needs of children and other at-risk populations. This meal remains easy and safe to
transport, and culturally acceptable worldwide. If you would like to know more about this non-for-profit organization,
you can go to their website, www.packawayhunger.org.
Traditionally, (2/3-3/4), of the meals packed will remain in Adams, Wells, and Allen Counties. We have several food
pantries in the community that have expressed interest in receiving the meals, as well as, after school back pack
programs. The remaining, (1/4-1/3,) will be distributed internationally to the countries of Guatemala and Haiti through
international partner networks. The need for these meals is just as great now as it has been in past years. If you are
interested in donating funds to help offset the $25,000 needed to make our goal, please make your check payable to
Pack Away Hunger and mail it to: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Friedheim, Attn: Pack Away Hunger, 10653 North
550 West, Decatur, IN 46733. If possible, we would like to have all funds raised by Monday, February 21st.
On Friday, March 4th, we will have 150+ student volunteers, from our own Wyneken School, working in fellowship
together, to pack meals benefitting other children and families in their community.
On Saturday, March 5th, we will need 220+ total volunteers for packing that day. The two shifts, of 110 volunteers
each, will be held from 9:00—11:30am and from 1:00—3:30pm. If you belong to an organization or club, (such as
National Honor Society or 4-H), that encourages community service hours, this event is the place for you! We will be
providing forms to record your volunteer hours for those who need them. This event is also a wonderful opportunity for
parents, (and grandparents), to volunteer with their children and to work on a project together. Whether you are 6 or 90
or somewhere in between, there is a job for you! If you would be willing to volunteer, please contact Lin Gorman by
email at linogorman@gmail.com or via text or call at (260) 223-0716, by Sunday, February 27th. For updates and
additional information, please check out our Decatur Pack Away Hunger Facebook Page.
Once again, thank you for your assistance in promoting this event.

Warm Wishes to Those Celebrating in March
March Birthdays
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
5
6
6
7
8
9
11
12
15
17
17
18

Scott Schroeder
Madelyn Hurst
Emily Linder
Kennedy Fuelling
Judy Witte
Tina Barker
Emalese Liles
Jonathon Keller
Don Hockemeyer
Grace Buuck
Lilyanna Howard
Ruby Fuelling
Marsha Braun
Rachel Gray
Catherine Hullinger
Leyton Will
Ben Franz
Henry Shaffer
Vera Berning

18
18
19
20
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
23
24
27
27
28
29
30
31

Kelsey Barker
Adrienne Warren
Dane Fuelling
Kristen Bischoff
Joshua Gresley
Adyson Beer
Kane Rumple
Ron Franz
Louie Fuelling
Bonnie Crosby
James Berning
Tory Fuelling
Mason Werling
Kurt Franz
Sydney Sanderson
Brandon Myers
Ann Gerke
Marissa Myers
Carrigan Bischoff

March Anniversaries
March 6, 2010
Mitchell & Shelby Billington
March 12, 1976
James & Joyce Gariepy

Bruce and Brenda Scherer……
A lifelong member of our St. Peter Lutheran Church, Bruce David Scherer was born on June 15, 1949,
at Adams County Hospital to Robert and Lavon (Bauermeister) Scherer. He was their second of five children.
His siblings include Keith, Kevin, Robyn (deceased at 3 ½), and Barry. The family lived on Barkley Road,
where Kevin continues to live. Bob worked at Rea Magnet Wire, milked cows, farmed 120 acres, and drove
school bus for Hoagland High School (Madison Twp.). Because he worked second shift at Rea Magnet Wire, he
milked the cows at noon and midnight daily. Keith and Bruce alternated helping with midnight milking on
weekends. They had 15 cows and Lloyd Scherer picked up the milk that was for sale. In addition to milking,
Bruce helped with farming, starting to drive tractor at around 10 years old. Lavon was a homemaker and stayed
at home with the children until just before Barry was born. Then she got a job as a cook at Hoagland grade
school.
Bruce was baptized at our St. Peter church and later attended the grade school here. There were 11 in his
class, including John Fuelling, Dave Matthews, Dennis Boerger, Dan Wietfeldt, Cindy (Fuelling) Wass,
LouAnn (Fuelling) Wolfe, Susie Kimberlin, Angela Boerger, Mary Gerke, and Jean Gresley. During his 8 years
at St. Peter grade school, he had two teachers- Mrs. Justice and Teacher Grotrian. He played on the baseball and
basketball grade school teams. He was a pitcher for the grade school, batting right and throwing right. A
favorite memory is hitting a grand slam at Soest (even though he batted out of order!) Basketball games were
played at Monmouth and Hoagland. At home, Bruce helped with farming, the family garden, and dishes. The
Scherer family did not take vacations during those years. Every year on the last day of school, St. Peter held an
ice cream social in the picnic grove. And every year, Bruce’s Bauermeister grandparents came to the ice cream
social and took him home with them to Ossian, so that he could help them with farming. He spent every
summer in Ossian and returned home just before the first day of school.
Bruce was confirmed at St. Peter, then attended Hoagland High School. Three St. Peter classmates went
to Hoagland H.S. with him- Dane Wietfeldt, Susie Kimberlin, and Jean Gresley. In high school, his favorite
subject was gymnastics. Hoagland had a gymnastics team and Bruce went to Regionals on the trampoline
competition. Keith Scherer and Dan Wietfeldt were also on the team. Keith competed on the High Bar and Dan
competed on the rings and the floor exercises. Bruce also ran Cross Country for two years. During his junior
and senior years, Bruce lived in Ossian and helped with farming after school. In high school, Bruce’s best
friend, next door neighbor, and gymnastics teammate was Greg Perry. Bruce graduated in 1967. It was the
second to the last year that Hoagland had its own high school.

What about Brenda……
Brenda Kaye Hegerfeld was born at Lutheran Hospital on June 9, 1954, to Robert and Helene Hegerfeld.
Shew as their oldest child and only daughter. Her three younger brothers include Stan, David, and Brent. The
family home was on Minnich Road near Hoagland. Bob worked at City Glass for his entire adult life, retiring as
part owner. Helene was a homemaker. Brenda was baptized at Flatrock by Pastor Abram. She later attended
Flatrock grade school with about seventeen students in her class. Her best friends were Becky Springer (now
Zelt) and Beth Hoffman (who passed away at age 16). Her favorite teacher was Mrs. Mary Zelt. During her
grade school years, Brenda took piano lessons from Helen Reynolds. She was also a cheerleader for the 7th and
8th grade basketball teams. The Hegerfelds took a family vacation each year, often to visit family, as well as to
Washington D.C. and the Wisconsin Dells.
Brenda was confirmed at Flatrock by Pastor Frank, then attended Heritage High School. Her class was
the first to go all four years at the new consolidated high school. There were approximately 300 students in her
class. Brenda played the flute and participated in marching band and concert band. She sang in the choir and
participated in FTA. During the summers and on Sunday, Brenda worked for Hoagland Hayloft. They served
family style meals on Sundays, and she was a server. She also helped with some of their catering events. Brenda
graduated in 1972.
After high school, Bruce joined the Air Force and was part of the Air National Guard at Baer Field. He
completed his basic training at Lackland AF Base in Texas, went to Tech School at Amarillo, and then spent the
remainder of his six years at Baer Field serving on weekends and 2 weeks in the summers. Bruce worked as a

typist since he was able to type 60 words per minute. After high school, Brenda got a job with an accounting
company in Ft. Wayne, then went to Hoosier Wire Die, then to Wabash Fiber Box.

So how did they meet?
Bruce owned a cottage at Crooked Lake. Brenda had a friend whose parents rented a cottage at the same
lake. They met when Brenda was visiting her friend at Crooked Lake. They started dating, though neither can
remember where they went on their first date. It was the summer of 1970, and Bruce owned what he says was
his favorite car- a 1969 Plymouth Roadrummer. They were married January 24, 1975, at Flatrock by Pastor
Frank. Kevin Scherer was best man, and Keith Scherer was also in the wedding. Dorothy Holle was the
organist, and she and Brenda’s brother, Stan, surprised them at the wedding with a duet of “The Lord Bless You
and Keep You.” Their reception was at Goeglein’s for about 500 people followed by a honeymoon in the
Bahamas.
Bruce and Brenda’s first home was at the Ossian farmhouse where Bruce had lived in high school. They
were given the house and half of a beef in exchange for Bruce’s help with farming. At this time, Bruce was
working at Harvester. He worked at Harvest in Ft. Wayne for 14 years, then worked at Harvester in Springfield,
Ohio for another 14 years, before retiring at age 55. Brenda worked for a company that made drivers’ licenses.
(Their company changed names several times during the 34 years that she worked there before retiring).
Bruce and Brenda are the proud parents of Casey and Kari. They have three grandchildren. They moved
to their current home on the county line road before Casey started school. They wanted him to attend SPI. By
this time, Brenda had transferred her membership to St. Peter, too.
During their married life, they have been active members of Hoagland Area Advancement Association,
a bowling team, and have participated in many, many fundraisers. They feel that their participation in the
building of St. Peter-Immanuel Lutheran School is one of their proudest accomplishments. They have enjoyed
many vacations to favorite spot New Smyrna Beach in Florida. They also vacationed when going to Kari’s
dance competitions over the years. Another favorite trip was a 3-week, 6,000-mile trip out west. As servant
members of St. Peter’s, Brenda has served on Altar Guild and sang in the choir. Bruce has been a deacon, elder,
vice president, and trustee. He was also a player, then coach, of the Fuelling Aces softball team. He commented
that he greatly admires the teamwork and unselfish play exhibited by Don Gerke on that team. Bruce also noted
that his favorite hymn is “God Loves Me Dearly.”
Thank you, Bruce and Brenda, for sharing your story, and for all that you do for our St. Peter
congregation.
Respectfully submitted,
Kris Bischoff

Additional Lenten Worship Opportunities, 2022
Wednesday, March 2, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion
and Imposition of Ashes at 7:00pm
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00pm
Wednesday, March 16, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00pm
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00pm
Wednesday, March 30, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00pm
Wednesday, April 6, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Mid-Week Lenten Service at 7:00pm
Sunday, April 10, 2022
Palm Sunday Divine Service of Holy Communion
with the Rite of Confirmation at 9:00am
Thursday, April 14, 2022
Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm
Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion at 7:00pm
Friday, April 15, 2022
Good Friday Service with Holy Communion at 12:00pm
Friday, April 15, 2022
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers Service at 7:00pm
Sunday, April 17- Easter Sunday
Sunrise Matins Service at 7:00am
Festival Divine Service of Holy Communion at 9:00am

Treasurer Notes
January 2022

Mission Budget (as of 1/31/2022)
Ft. Wayne Theological Seminary $5000
Remitted
1200
Still Needed
$3800
Indiana District
Remitted

6000
0

The Lutheran Foundation Funds (12/31/21)
Endowment Fund
$273,983.91 (+4,959.90)
Cemetery Fund
59,487.03 (+1,076.89)
Scholarship Fund
39,650.55 (+717.79)
Organ Fund
64,662.10 (+1,170.57)
Total Funds
$437,783.59 (+7,925.15)

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (Bldg.)
Balance (1/31/2022)
$9,576.45

Flagstar Bank Savings Account
Balance 1/1/2022
Interest
Youth Group Funds
Church Dinner
Switzer Estate Funds
John Myers Estate Funds

$266,389.30
7.23
1,730.87
4,902.00
34,063.02
225,568.17

Balance 1/31/2022

$266,396.53

Switzer Fidelity Account (12/31)

$255,834.91 (+2,853.59)

